9th June 2019 Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 Romans 8:14-17 John 14:8-17
Include in the prayer words to bring LIFE
Intro
Recap the detail but want is to focus on the big picture
- We have celebrated
Christmas
birth of Jesus
as He left heaven and came to earth
lived, worked,taught, ministered
Good Friday death of Jesus
day that destroyed the expectations of who Jesus was
Easter
resurrection
put expectations back together but in a different way
Ascension
Jesus’ homecoming He returned to where He had come from
left a space that needed His disciples to act
pentecost
Holy Spirit gave the disciples the ability to act
- The account that we read in Acts is familiar to many of us
We have this reading every year on Pentecost Sunday
- We thought, last year, about how Pentecost was, in the Jewish calendar, the celebration of one of
their harvests and it was one of the 3 times in the year that Jews were expected to come to
Jerusalem hence the LARGE number of people from many different lands.
- The Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus, called the Advocate in our reading from John, was heard in
the sound like a violent wind, seen in the tongues of fire, and spoken in the many languages.
- When I read the verse that says ‘each one heard them speaking in their native language’ it takes
me back to times when I was living in Community at Lee Abbey. There were about 100 living
together in community, a community that consisted of people from about 20 different countries.
Sometimes in prayers, when we prayed the Lords Prayer, we would all pray the same prayer but
in our own preferred language. It was a beautiful sound hearing all the different languages being
spoken in prayer.
That is the nearest I can come to imagining what it might have sounded like that first Pentecost.
- There was amazement and bafflement amongst all the crowds at what was happening, there was
even some rejection of the possibility that it was God’s Spirit at work.
And there was undoubtedly power poured out amongst the disciples. These familiar inhabitants of
Galilee took on a new purpose, a new assurance
- Peter raised his voice and addressed the multi-national crowd and addressed them with a new
confidence, with new passion, with a new perception of who and what Jesus was.
ALL
I would like us to notice how often the word ‘all’ or each or every
Acts reading
tongue rested on EACH of them
ALL of them were filled
Jews from EVERY nation

is used in the first half of our

EACH ONE heard them speaking
ALL speaking were Galileans
ALL were amazed and perplexed
The Holy Spirit same upon ALL the people - not just Peter James and John
Peter raised his voice and addressed them and included a reminder of a prophecy from Joel
God had told Joel that He would
pour out His Spirit on ALL flesh
for sons AND daughters
young AND old
slaves AND free
We hear today about Peter, but all the disciples were transformed through the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit into confident proclaimers of Gods good news to everyone… Jew AND gentiles
He, and the others were infused with joy and enthusiasm and became inspiring and confident
communicators
What?
There is often lots of discussion about the fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit.
In a few weeks time we shall be looking at the fruits of the Spirit as listed in Galatians. These fruit
are characteristics that should be growing within all of us as Christians, such as gentleness and
peace, they are graces that develop within us as individuals as we seek to grow deeper in our faith
There are also gifts of the Spirit and throughout the New Testament there are various lists of these
- specific giftings that are given at different times to different individuals or groups of people in
order to fulfil the mission of the church. These gifts (charismata) are more like the ability to do
something such as Peter received here the ability to teach. He stood up and taught the huge crowd
in a way that he had never done before.
Some of the other gifts include having extraordinary words of wisdom or knowledge, or the gift of
healing or prophecy. Speaking in tongues….
Sometimes these gifts seem to be natural abilities, sometimes miraculous, but they are given and
developed by the Holy Spirit in order to build up the church
Both the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit are important to our individual life and growth as a follower
of Jesus, and also to the life and growth of the church and God’s Kingdom.
But there is something, maybe slightly less tangible, but equally important that comes from the
Holy Spirit. Something that was critical 2000 years ago for the birth of the church and is still critical
now for us and the ongoing life of the church.
The Holy Spirit enables, releases, gifts to us a joy, a conviction, an assurance, within that is
vital for our lives as Christians.
Peter raised his voice and addressed the multi-national crowd and addressed them with a new
confidence, with new passion, with a new perception of who and what Jesus was.
As we heard in the words from Romans that Ian read for us, if we are led by the Spirit of God then
we are children of God, adopted into His family.
The Holy Spirit, part of the God Head, is within all of us as Christians but we don’t always
recognise Him or let Him flourish within us. We sometimes even deliberately push Him down, push
Him out

I have, on occasions, likened this to a 4 wheel drive. Some vehicles are built with 4 wheel drive. I
am NO expert on this but I do understand that in certain situations and on certain terrains there is a
button you can use to enable the vehicle to use 4 instead of 2 wheels to grip and direct the vehicle.
And in those bumpy or slippery terrains why would you not use the full power and potential that the
vehicle has available
Why as Christians, would we not choose to invite the Holy Spirit to grow and work within us in
order to be able to encounter and navigate the challenges of life with all the power that is available
to us?
Concl
The Holy Spirit came upon all the people there in Jerusalem, not just Peter, James and John. Any
man made boundaries were done away with and everyone experienced the power and joy of the
Spirit.
Welcoming the Holy Spirit within each of us brings
assurance and confidence to our faith
comfort and strength and joy to our worship
vibrancy and intimacy to our relationship with God
life and power to the church
Jesus be the centre
Be my source be my light
Be my hope be my song
Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that I live
Be my vision, path, guide

